Department Meeting

Noon-1:15 • CM 144
October 6, 2008
Meeting called to order at 12:04.  The minutes of the September 10, 2008 meeting and the agenda for current meeting were approved.
Faculty present:  Aasand (presiding), Amidon, Anders, Bassett, Blythe, Cain, Crismore, Dehr, Farnsworth, Fleming, Hile, Huffman, Hume, Kalamaras, Lin, Minton, Rumsey, Stapleton, Sun, Weller, Webb-Sunderhaus
Guest:  Rachel Cochran
Information items:

· Congratulations to faculty for their recent accomplishments:  Rodney Farnsworth (book chapter accepted), Stuart Blythe (elected to executive committee of Council for Programs in Scientific and Technical Communication), George Kalamaras (a number of poems in publication & recognition in Best American Poetry 2008), Lidan Lin (article published, conference invitation).  Beth Simon, George Kalamaras, and Curtis Crisler all have poems in the upcoming Arts Kaleidoscope! event in Muncie.
· Update:  the Fall 2009 tentative schedule is on Hardin Aasand’s website; summer 2009 is forthcoming.  The schedule is due back to the Registrar by October 13 for first submission.
· Reminder:  annual reports are due by December 15.
· Reminder:  book orders should be sent to Shante’ by October 10.  She asks that you submit all information requested on the form.  If you order books yourself, complete the online form by October 15.  Please add Shante’s email to the order when you do so that she can keep track of orders.  The deadline for getting desk copy orders to Shante’ is November 10.

· Reminder:  if you take a new printer cartridge from the supply cabinet, write this down on the order sheet hanging on the cabinet door.  This is needed so that office staff know that more need to be ordered.  Please place all used or empty printer cartridges in the new cartridge’s box and return to Shante’ for recycling.

· Reminder from Rodney Farnsworth that he is sending around choice cards for new library items.  If you are interested in seeing a wider selection, there is a website.  Follow these steps:  go to IPFW Homepage, select menu option Research, select Helmke Library homepage, then Find Resources, and finally Choice Reviews.  Upon finding a book there you want for the library collection, send a hard or electronic copy of the info to farnswor@ipfw.edu.  For any other books you desire, send him author, title, publisher, price, and ISBN.  You may even printout and submit the book’s entry on Amazon.com.  Due date for cards is December 1.

· Hardin Aasand requested that advisors contact the office if you who would like to switch advisees due to changes in the student’s concentration or if you feel the student would be better advised by another faculty member.  The office would prefer to make changes to advisor assignments with the input from advisors.  We will not make such changes without your prompts except in the case of advisees without a current English & Linguistics advisor.

Ongoing Business:

· Hardin Aasand reported for the Coordinating Committee:  the committee met last week to discuss scheduling matters.  They plan to work with the rotation and upcoming schedules, paying particular attention to high impact areas (such as courses that fulfill university & college requirements), to produce a more efficient scheduling process.  Changes to the process may include sending out to faculty a list of courses that the department needs to teach each semester along with the requests for courses.
· The Promotion and Tenure committee was reminded that the deadline to turn in sabbatical requests is this Wednesday, October 8th.

New Business:
· Hardin Aasand reported that it seems that budgeting practices may change as the VCAA considers current practice and determines a more efficient, effective method for establishing budgets.  The department should pay attention to its production of credit hours and be strategic, keeping this in mind when scheduling.  Aasand will update the faculty as he receives new information.
· Attending faculty members discussed options for more department outreach including for current majors, alumni, and a faculty/student speaker series or colloquium.  The following suggestions were made:
· Mary Ann Cain mentioned that the Faculty/Student Reader Series could serve in this role.  
· George Kalamaras announced that the first writer of the Visiting Writer Series this year is an alum. 
· Panels/workshops for students focused on what English majors could do with their degree and other ways to connect student writers with the industry and published writers.  
· A faculty/student colloquium for presenting research, either formally or informally.  It was suggested that food be made a part of such an event to attract students.
· Aasand suggested establishing a chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, an honor society for English majors.  Such a society would have meetings, run a journal, offer scholarships, hold conferences, and hold fundraisers.  
· Aasand also requested that anyone familiar with successful English alumni who might be interested in speaking at a university career fair in November to forward that information to him.
· Faculty discussed the possible need in other concentrations (e.g. literature and linguistics) for common outcomes for assessment purposes, similar to that devised by the writing program.  A method of documenting or showing achievement is needed because the baccalaureate framework should infuse our program and be assessable.   Suzanne Rumsey said that the UGA committee will address this issue when they reassess the major and the concentrations.
Items from the Floor:

· Stuart Blythe announced that he and Steve Amidon cordially invite their English & Linguistics colleagues to join them at Triangle Park at 4 p.m. this Friday for what promises to be the first of many jovial faculty gatherings over good food, good drink, and fine conversation.
Adjourned at 12:50pm

Next meeting:  Monday, November 3 at 12:00-1:15 pm in CM 144
